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Dear Rector magnificus Professor Marciniak, 
Dear President of the French-Germany University Professor Neau 
Dear ViceRector Professor Vitkos 
Ladies and Gentlemen 
And, last but not least, most important target group of this meeting:  
dear students. 
 
This is the second of a hopefully long series of Adam Mickiewicz lectures at 
the Adam Mickiewicz University in Poznan within the French-German-Polish 
Cooperation, known as the “Weimar Triangle”. 
When the Foreign Ministers at that time, Hans-Dietrich Genscher, Roland 
Dumas and Krzysztof Skubiszewski, met in 1991 on the birthday of the great 
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German and European poet Johann Wolfgang von Goethe in Weimar, they 
have launched a “Joint Declaration on  the Future of Europe”. 
The three ministers underlined the responsibility of their three countries   after 
the collapse of the Berlin Wall and after the collapse of the  Iron curtain which 
has separated East and West Europe since World War II to join forces for 
building up a united Europe. 
In the Weimar declaration from 1991 - among other issues, such as culture, 
media, science – the necessity of developing intensified exchange 
programmes among universities was already spelled out. 
Our non-governmental committee aims to foster the cooperation of the civil 
society among France, Germany and Poland. In order to make this visible to a 
greater public, we are awarding since 2006 annually an “Adam Mickiewicz 
Prize” honouring merits in this trilateral cooperation. 
When we met for the first time in spring 2012 in Berlin,  Rector Marciniak and I 
agreed to launch in parallel to the Adam Mickiewicz Prize annually this lecture 
here at the Adam Mickiewicz University. 
Last year, on 6 September 2012, the President of the Viadrina University, Dr. 
Gunter Pleuger, inaugurated this series with a programmatic lecture on: 
„Academic Impulses for the Weimar Triangle Cooperation“. 
 
This year, in the same line of thought, the President of the French-German 
University Professor Fabrice Neau will speak to us on “The Franco-German 
University, a contribution to the European space of  higher education and 
research”.  
It is very fitting that this lecture will focus on the French-German University 
highlighting openings for the Polish Academia as well as to other countries, 
since this virtually operating university originated like our Weimar Triangle also 
in the town of Weimar. We shall learn more about this coincidence in a short 
while. 
Before leaving the floor to our main speaker and guest of honour, I would like 
to situate the role of the universities within the European space of higher 
education and research. We shall reach some surprising conclusions: 
 
The “European Union of the 28” (1 July 2013), has 504, 5 million inhabitants, 
out of which some 20 million are students. 
Poland with a population of 38,5 mill. ranks with 7,6 % of the European 
population as number 6 – behind Germany No.1 (80,6 mill.), U.K. No.2 (64,2 
mill.) France No.3   (63,8 mill.), Italy No. 4 and Spain No. 5. 
 
Against this demographic ranking may come to a surprise to some that 
Poland, sixth largest European country by the number of its population ranks 
after Germany with 2,5 mill. Students and France 2,245 mill students on 
position number 3 with a student body of 2,149 mill students, almost equal 
with France. 
 
Against this – positive - surprise may come to others that Poland with her 
massive investment into what is called ‘human capital’ is lagging far behind 
when we compare Poland’s position on Research and Development. With 
0,74% of R&D expenditures of the GDP Poland ranks between Lithuania 
(0,79%) and Slovakia (0,63%) on  the 4th lowest position of the EU. 
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Perhaps Rector Marciniak may wish to choose this phenomenon, i.e. over 
proportional high ratio of Poland on Higher Education on one side and 
surprisingly low level of investment in Research and Development, 
respectively Science and Technology, on the other side as main topic of the 
Adam Mickiewicz lecture 2014. 
The international competitiveness of Poland – and thus of Europe as a whole - 
needs, of course both in order to safeguard and to ensure high employment  
as well as positive international trade and patent balances. 
 
The international mobility of university professors and students is the centre 
piece of the European space of higher education and research. The French-
German University can be a model to achieve this target. 
 
For further reading:  
Standke, Klaus-Heinrich, Rola szkół wyzszych w Trójkącie Weimarskim 
Standke, Klaus-Heinrich, Trójkąt Weimarski – współpraca naukowa i techniczna 
Kosmider, Tomasz, Polish-German-French Cooperation in Science and Technology 
Renault. Jean-François, Réflexions sur la coopération franco-germano-polonaise en formation, 
recherche et développement et transfert de l’innovation 
In: Standke, Klaus-Heinrich (dir.), Trójkąt Weimarski w Europie: Współpraca polsko-niemiecko-
francuska. Powstanie – Potencjał- Perspektywy. Wyddawnictwo Adam Marszałek, Toruń 2010, 
ISBN 978-83-7611-574-0 

************************************************************************ 

Statistical Annexes  

A.) Students in tertiary education in the EU-27  

B.) Gross domestic expenditure on R&D, 2000-2010 (%  share of GDP)  

C.) Patent applications to the European Patent Offi ce and patents 
granted by the US Patent and Trademark Office, 2001 -2010  
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A.) Students in tertiary education in the EU-27 (Eu rostat) 

 

B.) Gross domestic expenditure on R&D, 2000-2010 (%  share of GDP) 
(Eurostat) 
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Patent applications to the European Patent Office a nd patents granted by the 
US Patent and Trademark Office, 2001-2010 (Eurostat ) 
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